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To: All Staff, Code 2A Date: March 19, 2021 

From: Kathy Gallagher, Director 
 

Subject: CWDA, California Health Agencies’ Statement on Racism as a Public Health Crisis 

 

Mounting recognition that racism is a public health crisis compelled the California 
Welfare Directors Association (CWDA) and several California health agencies to issue a 
joint statement. Adding to the voices and efforts of county leaders, including ours in 
Contra Costa, and public health officials across the state, CWDA joined County 
Behavioral Health Directors Association of California (CBHDA), County Health 
Executives Association of California (CHEAC), and California Association of Public 
Hospitals and Health Systems (CAPH) in declaring a shared commitment to dismantle 
systemic racism at all levels. 
 
These organizations have expressed significant support through this statement. Racism 
has tremendous adverse impacts for all Californians, and I am encouraged by their 
pledge to work with county governments to address this critical public health issue. 
 
Please follow the below links to see the joint statement and CWDA press release, as 
well as the Contra Costa resolution from last year. 
 
County Leaders Statement on Racism as a Public Health Crisis 
CWDA Press Release (March 16, 2020) 
Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors Resolution (November 2020)   
 
 

 

 M  E   M  O  R  A  N   D  U  M 
 

              Kathy Gallagher, Director 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cwda.org%2Fsites%2Fmain%2Ffiles%2Ffile-attachments%2Fcounty_associations_racism_as_a_public_health_crisis_03_16_21.pdf%3F1615913897&data=04%7C01%7Ctgallegos%40ehsd.cccounty.us%7C0ec9d3af43a345ea2c3108d8ea6ad7d2%7C76c13a07612f4e06a2f4783d69dc4cdb%7C0%7C0%7C637517091901119380%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TTkUWb4XOH%2BXLiTm%2By09Sv27MVz3J76ai6QJ07iMID4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cwda.org%2Fsites%2Fmain%2Ffiles%2Ffile-attachments%2Fcounty_associations_racism_as_a_public_health_crisis_03_16_21.pdf%3F1615913897&data=04%7C01%7Ctgallegos%40ehsd.cccounty.us%7C0ec9d3af43a345ea2c3108d8ea6ad7d2%7C76c13a07612f4e06a2f4783d69dc4cdb%7C0%7C0%7C637517091901129339%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZPsldZOBxP2Y6zRt2BjHBnJ79ZL%2F5FrnEkcstlDU2S0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cwda.org%2Fpress-release%2Fcounty-leaders-declare-racism-public-health-crisis&data=04%7C01%7Ctgallegos%40ehsd.cccounty.us%7C0ec9d3af43a345ea2c3108d8ea6ad7d2%7C76c13a07612f4e06a2f4783d69dc4cdb%7C0%7C0%7C637517091901139296%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6NlCLWuwHsxevTVV0rlXqh0albX8%2B2%2B1fKkEV4hPo4Q%3D&reserved=0
http://64.166.146.245/docs/2020/BOS/20201110_1582/43674_BO_Declaring%20Racism%20as%20a%20Public%20Health%20Crisis.pdf

